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THEME:  Intelligent Decision Making: Emerging Strategy for Global Winners
   Welcome to the Sixth International Conference on Operations and Quantitative Management (ICOQM-VI) hosted by Indian Institute of Management (IIM Indore) Indore India and organized by AIMS International- The Association of Indian Management Scholars. The first two conferences were held in India, followed by the third hosted by the University of Western Sydney, Australia. The fourth ICOQM was hosted by National Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan in January 2003 and the fifth was at Hanyang University, Seoul, South Korea in 2004.  We cordially invite you to the sixth ICOQM hosted by IIM Indore in the auto cluster city of India, industrial hub of central India with very rich in cultural experience. 

About AIMS International:  The Association of Indian Management Scholars International has been recently established to unify Indian management scholars to foster excellence in education and research, to advance knowledge, and support practice in all business and related disciplines. It organizes professional conferences, publishes a journal, and is embarking upon many professional activities. Please visit  www.aims-international.org for more information.
About IIM Indore: The institute was established in the year 1997 by the Government of India with the support of Government of Madhya Pradesh, IIM Indore is the latest in the family of IIMs. The campus is located very scenically on a hilltop covering 200 acres area at the outskirts of the city of Indore. The institute campus has vast expanse of open green, on a plateau rising above mean sea level at 617 meters, state-of-the-art infrastructure and ultra modern facilities. The architecture style of buildings is a wonderful combination of ethnic and modern, fully sensitive to environment as well as to physically challenged individuals.

About Indore: The city of Indore represents a prefect blend of historical part and promises of rapid future modernization. This city derives its name from the 18th century Indreshwar temple. Situated in the heart of the Malwa plateau in central India, it was the base of the Holkars, former rulers of this and built by Rani Ahilyabai Holkar. Today, it is a throbbing, vibrant city coloured by its brave past. It is a naturally endowed with a beautiful landscape and salubrious climate. Of interest here are numerous monuments associated with the Holkars. Indore is famous for its glass bangles and leather toys. The handicrafts are mostly made by tribes using the wax method of casting. This is now a rare, lost art not found anywhere else. The city is well connected by air, road and rail with major cities in India.

Conference Theme: The theme of Sixth ICOQM is “Intelligent Decision Making: Emerging Strategy for Global Winners”.  In the present IT era, corporate survival will depend on how well & efficient decisions are taken for any managerial problem. At present very powerful and sophisticated IT oriented business models are being developed for managerial decisions making, young managers need to be familiar with these new business practices and work environment. The most successful organizations in the world are turning to intelligent decisions to gain a marketplace advantage. The IT era provides excellent environment for global collaboration and cooperation among managers in different countries. The integration of IT and business models facilitate with tremendous new opportunities to managers.  Organizations that constantly adopt improved decision making practices and innovate themselves can create unique advantages and enjoy sustainable competitiveness.  In this context, the ICOQM-VI conference provides an excellent opportunity to management scholars to experience globally conducted research findings at one platform. 

In addition to topics of the conference theme, scholars are encouraged to submit abstracts on topics related to any functional area of management such as operations, quantitative methods, information technology and systems, marketing, human resources, organization behaviour, finance, economics etc. 

Contributed Papers: Scholars interested in presenting papers are requested to follow the guidelines given below:

· A brief abstract (not exceeding 200 words) should be submitted electronically by May 31, 2005.  Names of authors, their addresses (postal and e-mail), and phone/fax numbers should also be indicated. Each abstract should have at least three keywords and a topic code that is most appropriate for the submitted paper. (For topic codes, please refer to the next section).

· Notification of accepted papers will be sent within two weeks of the receipt of the abstract. All abstracts will be peer-reviewed.

· Papers adhering to prescribed requirements will be eligible for publication in the conference proceedings (in CD-ROM) subject to a page limitation.  The deadline for submission of complete papers for consideration for the proceeding is June 15, 2005.  Authors are not required to submit complete papers unless they are submitting for possible publication in the proceedings.  

· The final version of papers accepted for proceedings must be submitted by June 30, 2005 in a specified format along with the registration fee.  Detailed instructions for the same will be sent to submitting authors.

· One or more special issues of the International Journal of Operations and Quantitative Management will be published consisting of articles presented on the conference theme.  Such articles are required to adhere to the policies of the Journal, such as refereeing, and must be submitted by October 31, 2005.  For Information for Authors and on Journal, please visit http://www.ijoqm.org


· One of the authors must pre-register for the conference by June 15, 2005 to ensure the inclusion of paper in the conference program. Without pre-registration, paper will not be included in the conference program. This is done to minimize no-shows at the conference. 

Topic Codes: Please specify the most appropriate topic code from the following along with your abstract.

10 Conference theme

11 Accounting

12 Analytic Hierarchy Process 

13 Banking & Insurance Sector

14 Business Applications 

15 Business Intelligence 

16 Customer Relationship Mgt 

17 Computing Applications 

18 Data Envelopment Analysis 

19 Data Mining

20 Decision Analysis 

21 E-Commerce 

22 Economics

23 Education 

24 Engineering Management

25 Entrepreneurship

26 Environmental Management 

27 Facilities Planning & Design 

28 Financial Management

29 Flexible Manufacturing Systems 

30 Business Forecasting 

31 Globalization 

32 Group Decisions & Negotiation 

33 Heuristics

34 Industry Applications 

35 Information Systems 

36 Innovations in Management

37 International Business

38 Inventory Management

39 Location Planning

40 Logistics and SCM

41 Manufacturing 

42 Marketing 

43 Materials Management 

44 Mathematical Programming

45 M-Commerce

46 Multicriteria Decision Making 

47 Networks & Graphs 

48 Operations Management 

49 Optimization Techniques 

50 OR/MS Models

51 Probability 

52 Production & Scheduling 

53 Productivity 

54 Project Management 

55 Quality Management 

56 Queuing 

57 Research & Development 

58 Risk Management and Analysis 

59 Scheduling 

60 Semiconductor Industry 

61 Services Industry 

62 Simulation 

63 Statistics and Applications 

64 Stochastic Processes 

65 Strategic Management

66 Telecom & Cellular Sector

67 Transportation

99 Others

Paper Presentation in Absentia: Those who cannot come to Indore but wish to present a paper in absentia are encouraged to send in abstract by May 31, 2005.  Papers presented in absentia are eligible to be included in the conference proceedings.  A processing fee of US $100 should be included for each paper submitted for presentation in absentia.

Conference Venue: Indian Institute of Management (IIM Indore), Rau, P.O. - Pigdamber, Indore, India.
Accommodation: Limited accommodations on shared basis would be made available at the MDC of the institute on first cum first basis. There are many good hotels in Indore. Negotiation for special conference rates is under process with them. Participants will be sent relevant information later.
Registration: All participants are required to register for the conference.  The registration fees are US $300 (by May 31), US $350 (by June 30), and US $400 (after July 1).  The full-time student registration fee is US $200, if registered by May 31, after which the regular registration fee will apply. Registration fee (minus US $100) will be refunded if a written request is received by July 7, 2005. The registration fee includes the proceeding, conference bag, conference souvenir, the cultural event, tea breaks, welcome reception, conference banquet, working lunches, and admission to all technical sessions
Registration for Scholars in India:  All attending the conference are required to register for the conference. Registration from scholars living and working in India will be accepted in Rupees. The registration fees are Rs. 3,500 (by May 31), Rs. 4,000 (by June 30), and Rs. 5,000 (after July 1).  The full-time student registration fee is Rs. 2000, if registered by May 31, after which the regular registration fee will apply.  Registration fee (less Rs. 1,000) will be refunded if a written request is received by July 7, 2005.  The registration fee includes admission to all technical sessions, tea breaks, the welcome dinner, working lunches, and the conference dinner.

Those who are members of AIMS International will be eligible to receive 10% reduction in the conference registration fee. Please download membership from at www.aims-international.org.

Guest Registration: Participants are welcome to bring guests.  A nominal guest registration fee of US $150 will include the welcome reception, tea breaks, working lunches, and the conference dinner.    
Website:  Please visit the conference website www.aims-international.org/icoqm6. The registration form etc. can be downloaded from the website.

Conference Honorable Chair and Chief Patron: 

Prof S P Parashar, Director, Indian Institute of Management, Indore, India.

Conference General Chairs: 

Professor Omprakash K. Gupta, College of Business, Prairie View A&M University, Texas, USA

Professor Prithvi Yadav, Indian Institute of Management (IIM Indore), Indore, India.  
All Correspondence should be addressed to:

Prof. Omprakash K. Gupta

College of Business 

Prairie View A&M University

Prairie View, TX 77446, USA

Ph: 936-857-2792, Fax: 936-857-2243

email: icoqm6@aims-international.org
Important Dates:                  Abstract Submission: May 31, 05
              Early Registration:  May 31, 05

                                             Full Paper Submission: June 15, 05           Regular Registration:  June 30, 05     


